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St. Matthew School Mission Statement 

The mission of St. Matthew Catholic School is to educate a strong faith-centered 

community through a commitment to the spiritual, moral, intellectual, social and 

physical development of each child. 
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WELCOME 

 
 Welcome letter from Fr. Dennis D. Aréchiga, Pastor of St. Matthew       

Catholic Church 

 

 A brief  history of St. Matthew Catholic School 
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PASTOR’S LETTER OF WELCOME       2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

Dear St. Matthew Parents and Students: 

Welcome to our school and parish community!  I give thanks to God that on July 1st I was 

reassigned for a second six year term at St. Matthew.  The first six years have flown by, and I 

anticipate that these next six years will be full of wonderful experiences of sharing faith and 

God’s blessings in our parish and school community.  With the many choices parents have today 

in choosing schools, I want to thank you for choosing to send your child or children to our 

school.     

We are well into our capital campaign entitled, “Building the Future”.  We reached several 

milestones in the recent months.  Our $8.6 million campaign that both the parish and school are 

undertaking will create an alternate ingress/egress to our campus from Vance Jackson, on our 

property located adjacent to the Fire Station; build a gym that will house two basketball courts; 

and renovate the McDonald Family Center into a true banquet facility.  We are hopeful that the 

new gym will also be able to house a room that can be used for art for our students.  A few 

months ago, Archbishop Gustavo formally approved the campaign since we reached a critical 

number in funds collected.   

In our Building Committee meetings we are discussing the detailed aspects of our gym.  Soon a 

geo-tech study will be conducted and a civil engineer will be hired to begin the process of 

obtaining building permits.  Our new gym will allow for two basketball or four volleyball games 

or practices to take place at the same time.  This will help us host most if not all of our practices 

on campus and allow us to host more home games at St. Matthew.  Imagine the benefit for our 

students who will be able to use the facility for daily P.E. classes.  The gym is planned to have 

approximately seventy-two underground parking spaces in addition to several parking spaces 

along the perimeter of the building.  We will have space for a full concession stand, coaches’ 

offices, changing rooms, and a lot of storage spaces.  We hope to have space for an art room and 

possibly an additional room that could hold 90 persons or be subdivided into smaller meeting 

rooms that the school and parish could both use.    

We know of the hassles that go with only having Wurzbach, one of the busiest streets in our city, 

to enter and exit during school drop off and pick up times.  Having a second way to get on and 

off campus on Vance Jackson will provide greater ease for all.   

After the Gym and roadway are completed, we hope to then focus on renovating the McDonald 

Family Center into a true banquet facility.  The ceiling will be dropped, next lighting fixtures and 

carpet will be added, a dance area will be created, and the renovated banquet hall will be a great 

place to host more formal gatherings such as the 8th grade graduation party.   

Please pray for the success of our Building the Future Campaign as we strive to build the best 

parish and school community that we can.  We, the faculty, staff and administration of St. 

Matthew Catholic School, are extremely grateful that you have entrusted us with the 
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responsibility of educating and forming your child in our school.  The following pages include 

the St. Matthew Catholic School Student-Parent Handbook.  Please read it in full.  A committee 

led by the School Council reviews and revises this handbook on a yearly basis.  We thank all 

who helped develop this handbook, especially the School Council.  Once again, welcome!     

 

 

Fr. Dennis D. Aréchiga 

Pastor 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. MATTHEW CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

January 1993:       Ground breaking for St Matthew Catholic School 

Pastor:  Msgr. John Flynn 

 

August 1993:      St. Matthew Catholic School opens – August 18, 1993 

Pastor:     Msgr. John Flynn 

Principal:  Sr. Patrice Floyd, IWBS 

 

August 1994:      Pastor: Msgr. John Flynn 

Principal:   Mr. Curtis Youngman 

 

August 1996:      Pastor: Msgr. John Flynn 

Principal:   Mrs. Cindy Salinas 

 

June 1998:          Pastor: Msgr. Michael Yarbrough 

Principal:   Mrs. Cindy Salinas 

 

August 2004:      Pastor: Msgr. Michael Yarbrough 

Principal:   Mr. Alvin Caro 

 

August 2010:      Pastor: Fr. Dennis Aréchiga 

Principal: Mr. Alvin Caro 

 

St. Matthew Catholic Church and School are located in North Central San Antonio, 

adjacent to the Medical Center. In 1992 Msgr. John Flynn, conducted a parish survey 

which revealed the desire for a parish school. He undertook the project with the firm 

belief that a parish school strengthened the religious education of the parish and 

strengthened parish life as a whole.  

In January 1993, ground was broken for St. Matthew Catholic School and on August 18, 

1993, the school opened with an enrollment of just under 400 students. The school was 

dedicated by Bishop Joseph Galante on Oct. 10, 1993.   

Msgr. Michael Yarbrough was appointed pastor of St. Matthew Catholic Church on June 

1, 1998.  During his twelve years as our pastor, Msgr. Yarbrough was committed to the 

children, to their families, to the faculty and staff, and, to promoting the Mission of St 

Matthew Catholic School.   

St. Matthew Parish welcomed Fr. Dennis Aréchiga as its pastor on June 1, 2010.  Fr. 

Dennis, a graduate of the University of Notre Dame and a former music teacher in the 

Archdiocese of San Antonio, brought his years of service as a pastor at St. Monica’s in 

Converse, Texas and as Pastoral Administrator of a parish school. Fr. Dennis is a strong 
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supporter of Catholic education. The faculty welcome his visits to the classrooms during 

the school year. Pastoral associate, Fr. Michel Benin, routinely visits the classrooms and 

the fields of the school to pray and to play with the students and to visit with the 

faculty. 

Sr. Patrice Floyd, IWBS, the first principal of St. Matthew Catholic School, opened the 

school with a full schedule for students from PreK3 – 8th grade.  Under the 

administration of Mr. Curtis Jungman, 1994-1996, school enrollment continued to grow, 

new classes were added at each grade level, and the decision was made to begin 

enrollment with PreK-4 classes.   Under the administration of Mrs. Cindy Salinas, St. 

Matthew Catholic School reached an enrollment of over 700 students from Pre-K 

through eighth grade.  Classroom space was expanded with the addition of three 

portable classroom buildings. 

Mr. Alvin Caro, the current principal, is starting his 12th year at St. Matthew Catholic 

School. He brings expertise gained from over 30 years of experience as a teacher, 

coach, academic coordinator, and principal in the public schools in and around San 

Antonio.  Mr. Caro and his family are active members of St. Matthew Parish.  He is 

committed to the Mission Statement of St. Matthew Catholic School, to maintaining our 

traditions of excellence, and to careful planning for the near and distant future.  Under 

his leadership the exterior of the school has been enhanced.  This enhancement has 

included the completion of the entrance plaza, the addition of a sports court, the 

installation of a newly designed pre-school playground, the addition of an awning cover 

over the back carline drop-off area, and adding to the security of the campus by 

including closed-circuit monitoring and a security fencing. The 2015 school year will 

start with a newly renovated school cafeteria.  

The school’s staffing has evolved with the needs of the school and community.  The 

full-time positions of Director of Development, Technology Administrator, and Resource 

teacher have been added to the staff, along with an assistant for the middle school 

science lab. In the 2013-2014 school year, with the support of the Pastor and the 

School Council, the iPad initiative was implemented. The principal contracted for the 

installation of a reliable communication infrastructure that would support the bandwidth 

needed to ensure WiFi and internet access to stream freely throughout the campus. All 

student iPads accessed the internet through the School server, whether at school or at 

home. This safeguard was installed to protect students when accessing the internet. 

Inappropriate internet sites and social networking sites were blocked.  This same level 

of internet safety will be available in the 2015-2016 school year through the use of the  

Mobicip Search Engine 

When school opened for the 2013 school year, each child in Grade 4 – Grade 8 received 

a school-issued iPad. Students in PreK-4 through Grade 3 had access to iPad technology 
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in a rotation system using a dedicated grade-level set of iPads. Technology in all the 

classrooms has been updated with the addition of Apple TVs; some classrooms use 

Elmo document cameras and/or Mimio devices. 

Parent – School communication has been enhanced and expanded. Students, parents, 

teachers, and the administration use RenWeb, an electronic parent-to-school 

communication system, to maintain routine communication between the school and the 

parents. A weekly newsletter with photos and links to interactive video snaps bring the 

events of the week to life. An updated user-friendly Website will debut at the start of 

the 2015-2016 school year St. Matthew Catholic School will continue its presence on 

social media with a Facebook page and a Twitter account.  

In the fall of 2014, the parish and the school initiated a capital campaign entitled 

“Building the Future,” to fund projects that will bring easier access to the campus by 

building a road from Vance Jackson Road directly to the parish property.  The campaign 

funds will also go to build a separate gym for use by the school and the Parish CYO 

teams, and will remodel the current McDonald Center (which currently serves both as a 

gym and a social venue) so that it will be a dedicated social events venue. 

St. Matthew Catholic School is and will continue to be the place of faith formation, 

educational innovation, and dedication to service in the community. 

 


