
7th Grade English 
Sept. 25 – Oct. 17, 2017 

Esperanza Rising:  Book Teaser Compositions   

7th grade English students in Dr. Grenardo’s class composed Book 

Teaser Compositions for our class novel Esperanza Rising.  Students 

gathered information from the beginning chapters of the book to provide 

readers with a brief synopsis of the book.  Compositions ended with a posing 

question to grab the reader’s attention.  What will happen next?  Enjoy our 

class' first Flipbook publication! 

  

For pdf version, click here: Book Teaser Compositions 

Esperanza Rising: Book Teaser Compositions 

 

Esperanza Rising: 
The Disguise of Los Higos 

 

http://smcssa.org/documents/2017/9/Book%20Teaser%20Compositions%20-%20Esperanza%20Rising.pdf


        Seventh grade English students dissected the unravelling plot of chapter 

four of Esperanza Rising entitled Los Higos, the figs.  Students learned how 

one of the characters brought figs to Esperanza’s family as a disguise to 

conceal the real reason for his visit, to help them escape.  At the end of the 

chapter, the family walks through a fig garden in the middle of the night to 

escape the tyrannical uncle.  Students tasted the bitter sweet flavor of figs 

indicative of Esperanza’s escape and new life.   
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Scholastic Book Club

  
 

Books will be distributed on Monday, Sept. 25th.  

Happy reading!!  
   

   



 

   

 

Topics of the Week  

   

 

Class Assignments  

   



Homework  

Must do EVERY night!  

1. Have an adult quiz you on the spelling and definition of each vocabulary 

word. 

2. Read a book for at least 10 minutes.  Use a timer.  

   

Topics of Study:  

o Esperanza Rising - Compare and Contrast Essay 

o Homonyms  

 There, their, and they're 

 Your and you're 

 Two, too, and too 

   

Esperanza Rising Vocabulary  

Chapter 6 and Chapter 7   

 

Chapter 6: Las Cebollas  

 

1. accosting – verb; approaching in an aggressive way 

The onion trucks passed by, accosting her eyes and nose as much as the 

diapers. 

  

   

2. bestowed– verb; confer or present an honor, right or gift; syn: 

granted, awarded 



Mama said to be grateful for the favors bestowed upon them.   

  

   

3. deduct – verb; to subtract a certain amount; syn: subtract 

They will deduct a little from our rent, for sweeping the platform. 

  

   

4. loomed – verb; appeared above, often in a threatening way; syn: 

towered 

A big mountain loomed in the east.   

  

   

5. pang – noun; sudden, brief, sharp physical pain or spasm; syn: 

pain, ache, throb 

Esperanza felt a deep pang as the children called to their fathers. 

   

6. unrelenting – adjective; not yielding in strength, constant; syn: 

relentless, ruthless 

The sun was unrelenting, even though it was later in the day.   

  

   

Chapter 7: Las Almendras  

   

7. accustomed – verb; used to or in the habit 

Esperanza is accustomed to doing things a certain way. 

  

   



8. extravagant – adjective; costing too much money; lavish to the 

point of excess; syn: excessive 

Esperanza remembered the extravagant parties they once had.   

  

   

9. grotto – noun; a small cave or cave-like structure 

Someone had built a grotto of rocks around the base of the tub. 

  

   

10. litter –noun; a newly born group of baby animals 

Someone from town had brought a litter of kittens. 

  

   

11. makeshift – adjective; temporary and often crude; syn: 

temporary, emergency 

Miguel had a makeshift trellis propped against the wall. 

  

   

12. migrant – adjective; tending to move from place to place, or 

migrate 

The migrant camps are the worst places to work. 

   
   

   

 

   



Fatima Prayer  
Oh my Jesus, 

Forgive us our sins. 

Save us from the fires of hell. 

Lead all souls to heaven 

Especially those in most need of thine mercy.  

 


