
7th Grade English 

Oct. 18 – Nov. 3, 2017 

Esperanza Rising: 
Comparative Essays 

 

          Seventh grade English students in Dr. Grenardo’s class wrote 

comparative essays describing two train rides in our class 

novel Esperanza Rising.  Students identified the similarities and 

differences of trips taken by the main character, Esperanza.  The 

compositions illustrate the divide between the affluent and the 

impoverished.  

  

For pdf version, click here: Traveling by Train: Rich vs. Poor 

• Traveling by Train: Rich vs. Poor 

 

 

 

 

https://smcssa.org/documents/2017/10/Traveling%20by%20Train%20-%20Rich%20vs.%20Poor.pdf


Esperanza Rising:  

New Jobs in a New Land 

 

        Seventh grade English students created diagrams using the 

Inspiration app on their iPads to identify the main characters and their 

new jobs in the United States after fleeing Mexico.  The main 

character's life of luxury took a drastic turn to a life of manual labor 

and harsh conditions. 

 



 

 

 

JClub Book Fair 
Oct. 30th - Nov. 3rd  

  

 

Students can purchase Catholic books at the JClub Book Fair during the week 

of Oct. 30th-Nov. 3rd held in our school library. 

 

For the online flyer, click here: JClub online flyer. 

For the extended flyer, click here: JClub extended flyer.  

  

http://jclub.pauline.org/Portals/jclub/Documents/Book%20Fair%20Forms/Fall%202017%20JClub%20Magazine.pdf?ver=2017-09-14-170304-703
http://jclub.pauline.org/yourbookfair


 

 

Scholastic Book Club 

 

You are welcome to add to your child's personal library through Scholastic 

Book Club.  

 

1. Go to scholastic.com/newparent. 

2. Look up my name: Jennifer Grenardo 

    Or enter our Class Code: RCJQX  

3. Follow the instructions to place an online order. 

  

 

 
  

https://clubs.scholastic.com/newparent


Topics of the Week   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Assignments 

Homework  

Must do EVERY night! 

1. Have an adult quiz you on the spelling and definition of each vocabulary word. 

2. Read a book for at least 10 minutes.  Use a timer.  

  

Topics of Study: 

• Esperanza Rising 

• Writing a Friendly Letter to God 

o Pope Francis' Five Finger Prayer 

• Apostrophes 

  



 

Esperanza Rising Vocabulary 

Chapter 9 – Las Papas/Potatoes  

  

1. bereft– adjective; deprived of or lacking something  

  

2. cavernous – adjective; like a cavern in size, shape or atmosphere  

  

3. listless – adjective; lacking energy or enthusiasm; syn: spiritless, 

indifferent  

  

4. nimble – adjective; quick and light in movement or action; agile; syn: lively, 

brisk  

  

5. penetrating – adjective; able to make a way through or into something  

  

6. repatriation – noun; process of sending someone back to their own 

country  

  

7. riveted – verb; direct one’s eyes or attention intently 

  

Chapter 10- Los Aguacates/Avacados  

  

8. bedraggled – adjective; dirty and disheveled  

 

9. loamy – adjective; like fertile soil of clay and sand, containing humus 

 



10. squalor  – noun; a state of being extremely dirty and unpleasant, 

especially as a result of poverty or neglect; syn: wretchedness  

 

11. strewn – verb; scattered or spread untidily over a surface or area; syn: 

sprinkled  

 

12. suppleness – noun; act of bending and moving easily and gracefully; 

flexibility  

 

13. susceptible – adjective; vulnerable to be harmed, affected, or influenced 

  

 

  

 

  

Act of Contrition 

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our savior, Jesus Christ, suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
Amen.   

 


