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Esperanza Rising  

  

 
     
 
 

Seventh grade English students began reading the heart-felt 
novel, Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan.  This inspiring story chronicles 
the life of an affluent girl from Mexico.  The story begins with the harvesting of 
the family’s vineyard and the anticipation of Esperanza’s upcoming birthday 
celebration.  To experience the book more fully, students ate grapes, listened 
to the traditional Mexican birthday song “Las Mananitas,” and even learned a 
basic crochet stitch.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 

Scholastic Book Club

  

Online Orders Due: Fri., Sept. 15th  

  
 

You are welcome to add to your child's personal library through Scholastic 
Book Club.  
1. Go to scholastic.com/newparent. 
2. Look up my name: Jennifer Grenardo 
    Or enter our Class Code: RCJQX 
3. Follow the instructions to place an online order by Sept. 15th.  
  

 
  

 

Topics of the Week  

  

  

Class Assignments 

  

Homework  

Must do EVERY night! 

1. Have an adult quiz you on the spelling and definition of each vocabulary word. 
2. Read a book for at least 10 minutes.  Use a timer.  

  
Assignments for the week include, but are not limited to, the following list: 

• Wed., Sept. 6:  Write vocab words in cursive 3 times each in your composition 
notebook. Write the page number and book sentence using the word on 
Notability.   

• Thurs., Sept. 7: Complete capitalization assignment on eBackpack. 

https://clubs.scholastic.com/newparent


Esperanza Rising Vocabulary 

Chapter 2 - Las Papayas 

 

1. anguish – noun; excruciating or acute distress, suffering, or pain; 
syn: agony, torment, torture 
 
2. condolences – noun; expression of sympathy with a person who is suffering 
sorrow, misfortune, or grief; 
syn: sympathy, compassion, pity 
 
3. cordial – adjective; courteous and gracious; friendly; warm; 
syn: affectionate, genial 
 
4. encroaching – verb; to advance beyond proper, established, or usual limits; 
syn: trespassing 
 
5. indignation – noun; strong displeasure at something considered unjust, 
offensive, insulting, or base; 
syn: resentment, exasperation, wrath 
 
6. methodically – adverb; performed, disposed, or acting in a systematic way; 
syn: precisely, orderly 
 
7. pretentious – adjective; characterized by assumption of dignity or 
importance, especially when exaggerated or undeserved; 
syn: pompous, showy, grandiose 
 
8. pungent – adjective; sharply affecting the organs of taste or smell, as if by a 
penetrating power; 
syn: hot, peppery, sharp  

        

 
  

Fatima Prayer  

Oh my Jesus, 
Forgive us our sins. 

Save us from the fires of hell. 
Lead all souls to heaven 

Especially those in most need of thine mercy.  


