
Review for test  

 

1. Can a computer-even a supercomputer-solve the world’s problems, why 

or why not?  No, a computer can only do what it is told to do. If 

humans do not know how to solve a problem, a computer cannot be 

programmed to solve the problem. 

2. What are the 4 jobs of the computer? THE 4 JOBS OF THE 

COMPUTER ARE: 

a. INPUT 

b. OUTPUT 

c. PROCESSING  

d. STORAGE 

3. What does a computer look smart? A COMPUTER LOOKS SMART 

BECAUSE IT IS: 

a. FAST 

b. ACCURATE 

c. HAS A LONG MEMORY 

4. Why can’t a computer make mistakes? A COMPUTER CAN ONLY DO 

WHAT IT IS PROGRMMED TO DO THEREFORE IT CAN ONLY 

FOLLOW IT’S PROGRAMMING. IF A COMPUTER MAKES A 

MISTAKE, IT IS THE USER’S FAULT (BAD DATA OR BAD 

PROGRAMMING) 

5. What can a computer do? A COMPUTER CAN ONLY DO WHAT 

HUMANS CAN  PROGRAM IT TO DO. 

6. A computer does not think, explain. A computer can only do what it is 

programmed to do, it does not have original thought. 

7. Explain the difference between a computer system and the computer. 

A computer system is all the hardware and software that are needed 

to do the job of the computer.  The computer is only the 

microprocessor. 

8. What is a bit? One circuit in a computer 

9. What is a byte? 8 bits that identify a number, letter or symbol to the 

computer 

10. What is ASCII? ASCII is a binary code used in the United States to 

represent letters and symbols. A code is assigned to each letter 

because the number of letters is finite 



11. What is Base 2 and how is it used by computers? Base 2 is a  number 

system that has 2 numbers in it, 0 and 1. Computers use base 2 to do 

math. The 0 and the 1 represent off and on to the computer. 

12. In computers what do we mean by on and off? On-there is electricity 

in the circuit, off there isn’t electricity in the circuit 

13. What does 1 and 0 mean on a computer? The computer processes using 

on and off circuits. On is represented by one and off is represented 

by the zero. We can also say a computer is magnetized or on; or a 

circuit is not magnetized or off. 

14. What is the motherboard? A flat panel inside the computer box upon 

which is located the central processing unit. The motherboard 

connects the CPU to all devices for use by the computer. 

15. Are there many wires on a motherboard? Explain why or why not? The 

motherboard itself has no wires. Electricity flows through circuits 

“etched” on the board not over wires. This helps to make the 

computer faster. 

16. Be able to convert a number from base 2 to base 10. TO CONVERT 

FROM BASE 2 TO 10 YOU NEED ADD.  HERE IS AN EXAMPLE: 

a. CONVERT 11101110 FROM BASE 2 TO BASE 10: 

b. 128 64 32 16 8 4 2 1 

c. 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 

d. 128+64+32+0+8+4+2+0=238 

 

17. Be able to convert a number from base 10 to 2. TO CONVERT FROM 

BASE 10 TO BASE 2 YOU NEED TO SUBTRACT. HERE IS AN 

EXAMPLE: 

18. CONVERT 153 TO BASE 2: 

a. 128 64 32 16 8 4 2 1 

b. 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 

 

i. 153-128=25 

ii. 25-16=9 

iii. 9-8=1 

iv. 1-1=0 

 

19. What hardware does the processing in the computer? A 

microprocessor;  

20. What is the main processor called? Central Processing Unit (CPU) 



21. Can a computer have more than one processor? A computer can have 

one, two, three or even four processors 

22. What do we call a computer that has 2, 3 and 4 processors?  2-Dual 

Core; 3-Tri core; 4-Quad core 

23. What are the two parts of the processor? Control Unit and 

Arithmetic logic unit (ALU) 

24. Explain the role of each part of the processor. The control unit makes 

sure the computer is functioning properly. The ALU does the work of 

the computer 

25.  What company is the largest producer of microprocessors?  Intel 

 

 


