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Following the Life of Christ  

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Citlali Benavides  



 The New American Bible and Women of the Passion share many similarities. First, Jesus 

showed Thomas both his hands and his feet to prove to him that Jesus became a living person 

once again and not a ghost. Second, in both of these books, Jesus tells his disciples, “Peace be 

with you.”  Finally, in both the Bible and Women of the Passion, Jesus promises his disciples that 1

he will send the Holy Spirit. Just as Women of the Passion and the New American Bible share 

many similarities, they also contain many differences.  

 Women of the Passion and the Bible differ in many aspects. In Women of the Passion, 

Mary Magdalene visited the tomb along with Peter and Joanna. In the Bible Mary Magdalene 

visits the tomb alone.  In the novel, Joanna gives Jesus bread; and in the Bible they give Jesus 2

fish. Finally, in the novel, the women tell everyone about Jesus. In the Bible, the men tell others 

about Jesus' resurrection. The Bible and Women of the Passion contain differences, yet their 

similarities enchance the Catholic faith.  

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. (MSJ Press, 2010), 74.1

 John 20:1-292



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book 

The New American Bible. Catholic Bible Press, 1987. 

The New American Bible shares the 76 different books and accounts of Jesus’ life. This 

helped me understand how Jesus lived during his time and the effects he had on different 

people's lives. 

Secondary Source   

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

Women of the Passion is a historical fiction book. This book describes Jesus’ life through 

the accounts of the women of the Bible. This helped me understand Jesus’ life through 

the accounts of women and the role that women played during Jesus’ time.



Road to Emmaus  

Comparative Analysis Essay  

Elijah Camacho  



 Jesus appeared to many people in the Bible and in Women of the Passion; however, not 

all believed. In both Women of the Passion and the Bible, Jesus disguised himself when he 

appears to Cleopas. Also, Jesus breaks, blesses, and eats bread with Cleopas. Cleopas travels to 

Emmaus in both of the books.  Regardless of the books’ numerous parallel stories, they also 1

contain many variations of their own stories.  

 Though these books may share similar ways of telling stories, the stories contrast each 

other in some way. In Women of the Passion, Cleopas travels to Emmaus with Miriam; however, 

in the Bible, he travels with an anonymous disciple.  The people dining with Jesus reference His 2

miracles in a conversation in Women of the Passion; however, in the Bible, Jesus’ guests refer to 

His crucifixion.  In the novel, Miriam and Cleopas debate their returning after the appearance of 3

Jesus; but in the Bible, Cleopas and the anonymous disciple return immediately. Despite the 

correlating and contrasting stories, the two books deliver the same message.  

  

 Luke 24:13 1

 Luke 24:182

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 64. 3



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source  

Book  

New American Bible: New Testament. Catholic Book Publishing Co., 1976. 

 The New American Bible is a book of parables and stories of miracles that Jesus   

 performed. I used the Bible to learn about the story called “Road to Emmaus.” This  

 helped me better understand my topic by showing me one of many different versions of  

 this story.   

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010.   

 Women of the Passion is a book that tells about the New Testament in the Bible. I used  

 this book to compare the story of “Road to Emmaus” with that of the Bible. This helped  

 me understand my topic by showing me a different version of the story. 



Bible vs. Novel: The Road to Emmaus 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Kendall Clauss 



 Biblical historical fiction stories written after the Bible contain additional fanciful 

information. These stories based on the real life events of the Bible share similarities. In the 

books, Women of the Passion and the Bible, two followers of Jesus journey to Nain when they 

run into a stranger. In both the Bible and Women of the Passion, the stranger acts like he did not 

know Jesus, and the disciples fail to recognize the stranger as Jesus. When they ate together, the 

man performed a blessing and breaking of the bread. After this event, they recognized him as 

Jesus, and they return to Jerusalem. The novel, written after the Bible, still contains contrasting 

differences in comparison with the Bible. 

 Women of the Passion and the Bible portray an appearance of Jesus to his followers with 

distinct differences. The novel describes two characters, pregnant Miriam and her husband, 

Cleopas; whereas in the Bible, it mentions Cleopas but excludes the other follower’s name. In the 

novel, during the conversation between Cleopas and the stranger, Cleopas goes in-depth 

explaining Jesus’ miracles. In the Bible, the disciple merely mentions Jesus’ crucifixion. Lastly, 

in the book the followers travelled to Nain.  Conversely, in the Bible the followers just travel to 1

Emmaus, seven miles away from Jerusalem.  The novel Women of the Passion provides a way to 2

read Bible stories like Road to Emmaus but with more fictional details. 

  

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 61. 1

 Luke 24:13-352



Annotated Bibliography 

Primary Source 

Book 

The New American Bible. Catholic Bible Press, 1987. 

This source helped me understand the difference between the historical, non-fiction 

events in the Bible and the historical, fictional interpretation in Women of the Passion. 

Also, it helped me understand the main idea of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

Women of the Passion is a historical fiction book that provides fabricated detail on Jesus’ 

death and resurrection.  It helped me identify the difference between the Bible and 

fictional events in Women of the Passion. 



The Road to Similarities and Differences  

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Daniela Gaither  



 The novel Women of the Passion and the Bible contain many similarities and differences 

in the story of the road to Emmaus. In both stories, a character named Cleopas and a second 

disciple ran into a stranger. The disciples failed to recognize the stranger. In both books, all three 

people walked together, and the stranger acted as if he failed to know about Jesus or the miracles 

he performed on Earth. In both stories Jesus said, “This is my body which is given for you. This 

is my blood that was shed for you,” just as he did in the Last Supper.  These stories both contain 1

many marvelous similarities; however, these two stories contain many contrasting differences.  

 Women of the Passion and the Bible include a multitude of differences. For example, in 

the novel Cleopas goes with his wonderful wife Miriam; in contrast, the Bible only mentions 

Cleopas and says he walked with another disciple. In addition, in the novel when the three walk, 

Cleopas mentions three of Jesus’ magnificent miracles. In the Bible the disciple mentions Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. Cleopas said in the Bible, 

  The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they  
 crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.  
 And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our  
 women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body.  
 They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive.   2

Finally in the novel, Miriam and Cleopas decide if they should go back to Jerusalem to tell the 

other followers. In contrast, the Bible says that the two disciples took no time to go back to 

Jerusalem to tell the others. Women of the Passion and the Bible gave many clever similarities; 

meanwhile, they still gave many dazzling differences.  

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 65. 1

 Luke 24:20-232



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book 

New American Bible. Catholic Book Pub. Co., 1970. 

The New American Bible tells the story of Jesus. This book describes the story of the 

Road to Emmaus and gives facts of what happened.  

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

The novel Women of the Passion helped me find similarities and differences in historical 

fiction and actual facts in the Bible. This is a wonderful book that connects both fiction 

and fact. 



The Road to Emmaus  

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Julianna Galindo  



 In Women of the Passion, the story of The Road to Emmaus portrays an alteration of the 

same story in the Bible. Although both tellings of the story contain various differences, multiple 

similarities seem to occur when reading both versions of The Road to Emmaus. The first 

similarity takes place when Jesus first approaches Cleopas. Cleopas fails to recognize Jesus. 

Cleopas explains to Jesus, an assumed stranger, the crucifixion of Jesus and the events that 

followed including Jesus's marvelous acts. After sitting down to dine with Cleopas, Jesus breaks 

the bread and blesses the wine at the table. Immediately, the stranger reveals himself as Jesus. 

The final similarity of the story ends with Jesus vanishing from sight as soon as His true identity 

became known to Cleopas. The two stories may appear identical, but differences in details and 

descriptions really set each story apart from each other. 

 Women of the Passion and the Bible share common differences. Both include Cleopas, 

but only Women of the Passion mentions Miriam. Women of the Passion references an abundant 

amount of details about Jesus’ miracles, whereas the Bible only mentions Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. The novel gives a thorough description of Jesus, but the Bible focuses on Jesus’ 

presence.  Lastly in the Bible, Cleopas describes to the stranger how Jesus disappeared from His 1

tomb and that the tomb then filled with angels declared Jesus’ resurrection.  The novel fails to 2

mention that Cleopas indeed spoke of the occurrence at Jesus’ tomb. As proven, Women of the 

Passion and the Bible tell the same story with contrasting events and characteristics. 

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 12.1

 Luke 24:13-352



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book 

The New American Bible. Fireside Catholic Pub., 2005. 

 I used the Bible to help me understand the true story of The Road to Emmaus. I used the  

 Bible to compare the story in the Bible to the detailed story in Women of the   

 Passion. 

Secondary Source  

Website  

Woman of the Passion. - A Novel by Joan D. Lynch. www.womenofthepassionnovel.com/.  
 Accessed April 24, 2018. 

  Women of the Passion is a detailed novel about the women who went through Jesus's  

 death and resurrection with Him. I used this source to give me a better understanding of  

 what women were involved, and how all the events from the Bible happened with the  

 women. 



Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene  

Comparative Analysis Essay  

Isabella Perez 



	 In the novel Women of the Passion the author makes several references similar to stories 

in the Bible. In the Bible when Jesus resurrected, He first appeared to Mary Magdalene. 

Similarly in the novel, Jesus also appeared to Mary Magdalene first. The disciples failed to 

believe that Jesus actually resurrected in both the Bible and the novel. Jesus said to them, “Why 

are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?”  In Women of the Passion when Mary 1

Magdalene first registered the idea that Jesus appeared to her, she jumped into a tight hold. 

Likewise in the Bible, Mary Magdalene also clutched Jesus tightly. Although the core of her 

book possesses many similarities, the author’s perspective hid many small details of the true 

story. 

 In Women of the Passion, the author describes her perspective of the story creating small 

differences between the stories in the novel and in the Bible. In Women of the Passion, one angel 

appears to Mary Magdalene; whereas two angels appear to Mary Magdalene in the Bible. In the 

author’s view of the Bible, she wrote that Mary Magdalene and Joanna witness an angel. In 

contrast, the Bible says that only Mary Magdalene observed an angel. In the novel, the author 

wrote that when Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene, she spoke out, “Teacher!”  Conversely, 2

when Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene in the Bible, she cried, “Rabboni!”  Although the 3

author created her book based on the stories in the Bible, she added several details to make it 

hers.  

 John 20:11-181

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 43.2

 John 20:163



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source  

Book  

 New American Bible. Catholic Book Pub. Co., 1970.  

This source is the New American Bible. I used this source to write a comparative essay. 

This source helped me find similarities and differences between the Bible and the novel, 

Women of the Passion. 

Secondary Source  

Website 

“Women Of The Passion - A Novel by Joan D. Lynch.” Women Of The Passion - A Novel by  
 Joan D. Lynch, www.womenofthepassionanovel.com/. Accessed April 23, 2018. 

 This source is a novel we've been reading in class. This source helped me compare the 

author's point of view and the Bible. I used this source to compare the story of Jesus 

appearing to Mary Magdalene and the Bible's version of it.



The Healing of the Widow’s Son 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Afren Rajendra  



 Women of the Passion and the Bible possess many similarities when telling about the 

Healing of the Widow’s Son. For instance, both books set the scene in Nain. Jesus heals the son 

of a widowed woman in both books. Also in both books, the number of Jesus’ followers 

increased due to this miracle. Though Women of the Passion and the Bible posses many 

similarities, clearly they also contradict each other in many ways. 

 Recognizably, Women of the Passion and the Bible contain many differences. In the 

Bible, the name of the widow’s son and his identity remain unknown unlike Women of the 

Passion, which describes the widow’s son as Elijah, the “own cousin of Cleopas”.  Before he 1

heals the man, Jesus says, “Young man, I say to you, get up!”  However, Women of the Passion 2

fails to mention anything Jesus said before he healed the man. Though Women of the Passion and 

the Bible possess many similarities, they also possess many differences. Overall both works help 

brighten the Catholic faith.  

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 64.1

 Luke 7:142



Annotated Bibliography 

Primary Source 

Book 

New American Bible. Luke 7:11-17. Catholic Bible Publishers, 1970.  

This source is a book. In the New American Bible, Luke 7:11-17 narrates the healing of 

the widow’s son. It does not mention the widow’s son’s name, yes it does describe what 

Jesus says when he raises the man. I learned that the New American Bible has less detail 

than Women of the Passion.  

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. Chapter 4. MSJ Press, 2010.  

In chapter four of Women of the Passion, a character named Cleopas describes the 

Healing of the Widow’s Son in his perspective. It is said that the widow’s son’s name is 

Elijah and that he is the cousin of Cleopas. The Bible however says otherwise.



On the Road to Emmaus 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Vannessa Rios-Cruz 



 The novel Women of the Passion holds historical fiction information similar to accounts 

in the Bible. Both books tell a story about Jesus’ followers on the road to Emmaus. In Women of 

the Passion and the Bible, Jesus’ followers travel along the road to Emmaus when they meet a 

stranger who appears out of nowhere. The stranger comes off as clueless about Jesus’ life and all 

his acts. In both stories, the followers traveling miss the most wonderful realization while talking 

and eating with the stranger. They miss the fact that the stranger was Jesus himself. Once they 

realized this they turn to the stranger, and they come to find the stranger has disappeared. The 

books endow similarities; however, contradicting events emanate. 

 The Bible and Women of the Passion contain various contradictions in the stories of the 

road to Emmaus. In Women of the Passion, Cleopas and his pregnant wife, Miriam, take the road 

to Emmaus.  Conversely, in the Bible, Cleopas and a different follower of Jesus take the road to 1

Emmaus. In the Bible, when Cleopas and the other follower begin telling the stranger about 

Jesus they refer to the crucifixion and all he went through during that event.   However, in 2

Women of the Passion, the author alters the story. Cleopas and Miriam refer to Jesus’ miracles 

when they tell the stranger about him. They told the stranger about the feeding of the 5,000, the 

wedding at Cana, and the rising of the widow’s son.   Although one may overlook the differences 3

found in both of these books, various striking similarities triumph between these texts. 

Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 61.1

Luke 24: 13-352

Lynch, Women of the Passion, 64.3



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source  

Book 

The New American Bible. Nashville:  Thomson  Nelson, 1971. Print.  

 The New American Bible shares Christ’s teachings and his followers’ journeys 

throughout their lives. The New American Bible taught me about the story on the road to 

Emmaus through a first-hand account.  

Secondary Source 

Book  

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: A Novel. MSJ Press, 2010.  

In Women of the Passion, there are different historic stories told throughout the novel. 

The stories contain Jesus’ followers’ point of view through his journey. I learned about 

Jesus’ followers on the road to Emmaus. The novel held a different, yet similar, version 

of the first-hand story.



The Angel Appears to Mary Magdalene 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Joseph Spicer  



 The novel Women of the Passion and the Bible contain many similarities to each other 

regarding the story of the Road to Emmaus. In both the Bible and Women of the Passion, Jesus 

appeared to Mary Magdalene before anyone else. In both books, Mary felt astonished that the 

Lord would appear to her first, out of all people, but the Lord also told Mary to not get too 

attached to him because he would leave soon. After Jesus finished talking and disappeared, Mary 

told the disciple what she had witnessed, but the disciples felt reluctant to believe her. The Bible 

and Women of the Passion share many similarities, but despite these similarities, they possess 

some key differences which make the Bible and Women of the Passion contain their own unique 

story. 

 Women of the Passion and the Bible both display their own beautiful story with unique 

differences. In the Bible, only one angel appears to Mary Magdalene.  Women of the Passion 1

provides a twist, and two angels appear to Mary and her friend Joanna.  Also, when Jesus 2

appears to both women, they refer to him as "Rabboni" in the Bible.  Conversely the women 3

refer to him simply as "teacher" in Women of the Passion.  The way Women of the Passion gives 4

people a different perspective on stories from the Bible incredibly changes the way people view 

and ponder certain events from the Bible.  

 John 20:11-181

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 43.2

 John 20:223

 Lynch, Women of the Passion, 52.4



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book 

The New American Bible. P.J. Kenedy, 1970. 

 I used this source to find the Bible’s version of The Road to Emmaus. Both the Bible and  

 Women of the Passion have two separate versions of the story, and this source helped me  

 understand the Bible’s version. 

  

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

 This source helped me with my essay because I needed to distinguish the differences and  

 similarities between this novel and the Bible. I used the source by taking the content from 

 the novel and manipulated it into my own words to describe the differences from the  

 novel and the Bible.



The Road to Emmaus  

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Martina Tanjuatco  



 Both Women of the Passion and the New American Bible share many similarities. 

Specifically, Cleopas and another traveler walked on the road to Emmaus while talking to Jesus. 

In addition, Cleopas and the other person fail to recognize Jesus at first in both the novel and 

Bible. Finally, Jesus broke and blessed the bread when they ate a meal. To demonstrate, the novel 

writes, “The man says, ‘Thank you, my God, for this bread, which we offer to you.’ He raises the 

bread and addresses the two. ‘This is my body which is given for you.’”  In brief, Women of the 1

Passion and the New American Bible contain many events in the same fashion.  

 Women of the Passion and the Bible contain many similarities along with differences. For 

example, in the novel Miriam and Cleopas walk with Jesus; however, the Bible mentions 

Cleopas along with an indescript disciple walking with Jesus. Furthermore, Women of the 

Passion talks about Jesus’ miracles, whereas the Bible states, 

And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” They said to him, “The things that 
happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a 
sentence of death and crucified him. But we were hoping that he would be the one to 
redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day since this took place.   2

Through this scripture, the Bible references Jesus’ crucifixion. Another difference includes how 

in the novel Cleopas and Miriam debate their return back to Jerusalem; in contrast, in the Bible 

the disciples return to Jersusalem without reservations. To conclude, Women of the Passion and 

the New American Bible possess many similarities as well as differences. 

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 65.1

 Luke 24:19-212



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book  

New American Bible. Nashville: Tomas Nelson, 1971. Print. 

The New American Bible illustrates the time when Jesus appeared to Cleopas on the road 

to Emmaus. While reading Luke 24:13-35, I learned the marvelous miracles that Jesus 

performed during his time on Earth.  

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

As I read the book Women of the Passion, I acquired the knowledge of knowing what 

happened during Cleopas’ and Miriam's journey to Emmaus. I learned about how Jesus 

appeared to them as a stranger and left with them knowing He is the Son of God. 



Road to Emmaus  

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Brandon Zamora 



	 Jesus possessed many ways of making people believe in him, and Women of the Passion 

and the Bible depict one story very similarly. In both Women of the Passion and the Bible, Jesus 

appears incognito to talk with two disciples on the road to Emmaus. In each story, the two 

disciples discussed their heavy hearts with Jesus.  Similarly, as soon as Jesus vanished, sadness 1

struck both disciples. While this novel and the Bible share similarities, their differences make 

them distinct. 

 Striking differences emerge in Women of the Passion. The author added many details to 

the story of the road to Emmaus in Women of the Passion. In the Bible, Jesus breaks the bread 

and eats with Cleopas and a stranger, whereas the novel fails to mention this.  The work of Joan  2

Lynch enhanced the Biblical story with Jesus at an inn. The Bible, on the road to Emmaus, only 

mentions Cleopas and a non-disciple.  Both the Bible and Women of the Passion deliver quality 3

messages to help their readers believe in Jesus and his principles, using similarities and small 

differences to help convey the same stories.  

 Luke 24:131

 Luke 24:302

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 61.3



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book 

The New American Bible. Catholic Bible Press, 1987. 

 I used The New American Bible to help give me strong arguments to compare and   

 contrast stories with our novel. This book helped guide me into being a better, loving  

 person.  

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

 I used this novel, Women of the Passion, to help me compare and contrast with the Bible.  

 This novel gave me different variations of stories I read in the Bible.


