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The Road to Emmaus  

Comparative Analysis Essay  

Greta Atilano  



        The Bible and Women of the Passion, two very similar books, portray similar characters, 

themes, and stories. Both books illustrate the story of the road to Emmaus. In the story the road 

to Emmaus, Jesus joins a man on his journey and sits down to eat with him. The man thinks of 

Jesus as a stranger, not recognizing him as the risen Lord. Women of the Passion says, “Cleopas 

answers excitedly, ‘But he was so much more than a king. He brought the dead to life.’ The 

stranger answers, ‘You make this Jesus of yours sound like he has the power of God.’”  Jesus 1

encounters Cleopas, a character in both the Bible and Women of the Passion. In both the novel 

and the Bible Jesus describes Cleopas and the others as foolish because of their actions. Lastly 

after Cleopas and Jesus cross paths, they break bread together. During this time, Cleopas also 

discovers the stranger he is dining with is actually the risen Christ. In addition to these 

similarities, the books also posses many differences, too.  

           Even though the Bible and Women of the Passion portray striking similarities, many 

differences exist. In contrast, only Cleopas meets Jesus on the road to Emmaus in the Bible. In 

Women of the Passion, Cleopas’ wife, Miriam, accompanies him. In the Bible, Cleopas travels to 

Jerusalem to spread news and updates of Jesus to others. The Bible says, “Now that very day two 

of them were going to a village seven miles* from Jerusalem called Emmaus,”  In contrast, in 2

Women of the Passion Cleopas and Miriam journey to see Cleopas’ father and speak with him 

about about family matters, such as the couple’s financial status. The last contrast occurs when 

Jesus dined with only Cleopas. Yet when Jesus dined with both Cleopas and Miriam in the book, 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. (MSJ Press, 2010), 63.1

Luke 24:132



he blesses the bread and wine. So, while both stories draw from the same actions, the fictional 

elements of Women of the Passion add a few differences between the two books.  



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book  

The Catholic Youth Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition. 
            Winona, MN: St. Mary's Press, 2005. Print.  

 The Bible gave me the longer more detailed version of the story on the road to           

 Emmaus. I used details from this story to compare to the details from another source.  

Secondary Source 

Book  

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010.  

 The book Women of the Passion gave me the shorter, less detailed, and slightly fictional  

 story of the road to Emmaus. I used details from this story to compare to details from  

 another source. 



Feeding the 5,000 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

DeMarco Avila 



 Women of the Passion takes many ideas from the Bible and includes some in the story. 

Both the novel and the Bible acknowledge Jesus’ generosity as he feeds the five-thousand. These 

books mention Jesus satisfying the five-thousand with two fish and five loaves of bread. Finally, 

Women of the Passion states, “He made a few loaves and some fish enough to feed thousands of 

people.”   The Bible also records this fact. Women of the Passion and the Bible share many 1

similarities as well as differences.  

 The Bible influences Women of the Passion’s storytelling ideas, although it purposely 

omits some key points. The disciples shun followers only in the Bible, not in Women of the 

Passion. Also, the Bible mentions, “They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 

twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.”   Women of the Passion fails to mention 2

the details of Jesus’ miracle. Additionally, the Bible talks of Jesus attempting to find a solitary 

place to worship, although the novel excludes Jesus’ search. In conclusion, Women of the Passion 

and the Bible share many similarities and differences, some more apparent than the rest.  

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 46.1

 Matthew 14:202



Annotated Bibliography 

Primary Source  

Book 

The New American Bible. P.J. Kenedy, 1970.


I used the Bible to gather information about Jesus feeding five-thousand men, women,   

and children. I learned how twelve baskets full of bread were left over and how every 

person was satisfied. I also learned about the disciples trying to shun the people away 

from Jesus, though Jesus wanted to help his followers and asked to bring them to him.  

	 


Secondary Source  

Book  

Murphy, Kathleen M. The Women of the Passion. Liguori, 2007. 

I used the story Women of the Passion to help me get information on Jesus feeding the 

five-thousand. I learned about the exact number of bread and fish Jesus first had and how 

much he had left after feeding the people. I also learned about how the women who 

followed Jesus played a big role in his ministry. 



Road to Emmaus 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Landon Cash  



 Both Women of the Passion and the Bible tell the story of the Road to Emmaus, but also 

show many differences. First, Women of the Passion shares that Miriam and Cleopas walked 

along this path, while the Bible refers to a nondescript disciple who walked with Cleopas. 

Second, Women of the Passion states that Cleopas called Miriam foolish; but in the Bible, Jesus 

called the disciples foolish. In Women of the Passion, Miriam and Cleopas both ate bread and 

drank wine before Jesus left. Women of the Passion quotes, “Thank you, my God, for this bread, 

which we offer to you. This is my body which is given up for you....This is my blood that was 

shed for you.”  In the Bible, the disciples only ate bread before Jesus left. The Bible says, “And 1

it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and 

gave it to them.”  While differences exist in these stories, similarities also exist. 2

 Apparent similarities exist between Women of the Passion and the Bible. First, Cleopas’ 

name appears in both of the stories. Second, neither of the disciples in the stories recognized the 

stranger as Jesus. Last, both stories ended with the dinner with Jesus. Similarities and differences 

reside in everything, even in Women of the Passion and the Bible. 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel (MSJ Press, 2010) 65.1

Luke 24: 302



Annotated Bibliography 

Primary Source 

Books 

The New American Bible. Our Sunday Visitor, 2005. 

 I used the Bible’s chapter 24 of Luke for information on what happened in the Bible to  

 compare and contrast what Women of the Passion said happened. 

Secondary Source 

Books 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

 I used this source to compare and contrast the story of the Road to Emmaus to the Bible. 



The Road to Emmaus in Two Different Ways 

Comparative Analysis Essay  

Rose Costello  



 The Bible and Women of the Passion show many apparent similarities in their stories, like 

the story called The Road to Emmaus.  In both stories, Cleopas, the husband of Miriam, 1

witnessed Jesus. He invited Jesus to stay for dinner in both the novel and in the Bible. Both 

discussed Jesus and the impact of his ministry. Though they talked to Jesus, the disciples thought 

they talked to a complete stranger. Though both stories seem very similar, Women of the Passion 

added many more details thus creating many differences.  

 Women of the Passion talks about the same stories from the Bible but in a different way. 

In the novel, Miriam, a 15-year-old girl, talked to Jesus, but the Bible refers to male disciples. In 

Women of the Passion, Lynch mentioned three miracles that Jesus performed: Feeding of the 

5000, The Wedding at Cana, and The Raising of the Widow’s Son. Conversely, the Bible refers to 

Jesus’ resurrection. Lastly, in the novel Jesus proclaims the exact words said at mass, "This is my 

body which is given for you."  However, in the Bible it says he blessed the bread, not speaking 2

His exact words. In conclusion, the Bible and Women of the Passion contain stories with many 

similarities and many differences  

Luke 24:13-351

Joan D. Lynch, Women of the Passion. (MSJ Press, 2010), 65. 2



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source  

Book 

The New American Bible. Our Sunday Visitor, 2005. 

 The New American Bible is a religious book with different stories. I used this book to  

 know how the  stories were written. This helped me compare the stories in the Bible to  

 other books.  

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010.  

 Women of the Passion is a book by Joan D. Lynch that talks about the death and   

 resurrection of Jesus. By reading this novel, I know the stories told in a more fictional  

 way. 



Women of the Passion and the Bible: As Similar as They Seem? 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Maya Crane 



	  Women of the Passion and the Bible contain many similarities. In both, they describe a 

story in which Jesus meets Cleopas while Cleopas is traveling. They both describe the scene with 

another person who traveled with Cleopas. Both works contain a section where they discuss 

Jesus’s death. While both possess similarities, they also possess many differences.


 Women of the Passion share similarities, though, at times, they act as opposites. The work 

of fiction depicts Miriam as the person who travels with Cleopas; the Bible refers to the 

companion as another disciple of Jesus. “Now that very day two of them were going to a village 

seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and they were conversing about all the things that 

had occurred.”  Women of the Passion authors a part in which Cleopas describes Jesus’ miracles; 1

however, the Bible references Christ’s death and resurrection. The book Women of the Passion 

also creates a part where Jesus repeats the works he said at the Last Supper. “The man says, 

‘Thank you, my God, for this bread, which we offer to you.’ He raises the bread and addresses 

the two. ‘This is my body which is given for you.’”  Alternatively, the Bible only shows Jesus 2

blessing the bread. Though Women of the Passion and the Bible offer many similarities, 

differences reside in both works.  

 Luke 24:13-141

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 65.2



Annotated Bibliography 

Primary Source 

Website 

New American Bible; usccb.org; Accessed April 24, 2018. 

 The New American Bible tells the the life of Jesus Christ and his followers. This 

 book helped me to understand what actually happened as opposed to learning from a  

 secondary source. 

Secondary Source  

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

 Women of the Passion is a book based off various parts of the Bible. It helped me   

 understand that some parts of the Bible are truly interesting when you take the time to  

 read and understand the stories the Bible tells. 



Jesus Appears to His Disciples  

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Hannah Cullum  



 Women of the Passion and the Bible prove to contain similarities in their telling of Jesus 

appearing to the disciples after His resurrection. The first similarity shared between the stories 

takes place when Jesus first appears and tells his disciples, “Peace be with you.” Secondly, both 

Women of the Passion and the Bible include Jesus breaking bread and sharing a meal with the 

disciples. To conclude the similarities, both books mention Jesus promising the Holy Spirit to the 

disciples. Although these two books, Women of the Passion and the Bible, prove to be similar, 

they also contain differences. 

 Women of the Passion and the Bible share the same story but hold differences in the 

telling of the story. While Women of the Passion tells the story of Jesus appearing to His 

disciples, it takes place in Susanna’s house.  The Bible focuses on Jesus’ appearance as opposed 1

to describing the setting. Secondly, in the Bible, Jesus tells the disciples that everything written 

about him in the Law of Moses must be fulfilled.  On the contrary, Women of the Passion omits 2

this information. Lastly, Women of the Passion tells of Jesus disappearing through the walls. On 

the other hand, the Bible omits details of Jesus leaving the disciples. Even though Women of the 

Passion and the Bible tell of the same stories, they still posses differences despite their 

similarities.  

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 12.1

 Luke 24:442



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source  

Website  

New American Bible; usccb.org; Accessed April 23, 2018. 

 The New American Bible tells the story of when Jesus appears to the disciples. This  

 source helped me understand this story from the disciples' perspective 

Secondary Source  

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll Women of the Passion: a Novel, MSJ Press, 2010. 
  

 Women of the Passion helped me understand when Jesus appeared to the disciples with  

 added fictional detail and information.



Doubting Thomas:  

The Bible and Women of the Passion 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Cian Garza 



 Women of the Passion and the Bible tell the same story about Jesus appearing to the 

disciples and Thomas doubting that they had seen him. Both stories tell us about Jesus telling 

Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, 

and do not be unbelieving, but believe.”  In the novel, Jesus preaches to the disciples that the 1

Holy Spirit will come just as the Bible proclaimed it would. Finally, Thomas doubts Jesus Christ 

in both stories. Both of the books tell the same story but with extremely different details.   

 Women of the Passion and the Bible give different details of the same story. First, in 

Women of the Passion, Susanna prepared food for Jesus, whereas the Bible focuses on Jesus’ 

appearance to the disciples. Secondly in the novel, Mary tells Jesus, “I knew I would see you 

again.”   Yet, the Bible focuses on male disciples. Finally, in the book the door disappears into a 2

sheet of light; however in the Bible, Jesus suddenly appears out of the blue. In conclusion, the 

books tell the same story but with various details.  

John 20:271

Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 12.2



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Sources 

Books  

The New American Bible. Fireside Catholic Pub., 2005. 

 The New American Bible is a book. I used the source to get the story of Doubting   

 Thomas. It helped me understand why Thomas didn't believe that Jesus rose from the  

 dead. 

Secondary Sources 

Books 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion. MSJ Press, 2010. 

 Women of the Passion is a book. I used this source to get the story of Doubting Thomas,  

 but a different version. It helped me understand how Jesus came to the disciples and the  

 message that he gave to them. 



Fiction from Fact:  

The Similarities and Differences between the Bible and Women of the Passion  

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Daniel Garza  



 Joan D. Lynch’s Women of the Passion and the Bible share spectacular similarities yet 

differ in extraordinary ways. Both Women of the Passion and the Bible illustrate Jesus’ vivid 

appearance to the disciples in all of His glory. Similarly, in both works Jesus takes time to sit 

down with His disciples and calmly eats and talks with them. Lastly, Women of the Passion and 

the Bible both portray the Great Commissioning,  

And he said to them, ‘Thus it is written that the Messiah would suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached 
in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.’  1

Even though Women of the Passion and the Bible contain many similarities, both books differ in 

their details.  

 Women of the Passion and the Bible differ in amazing ways. In Women of the Passion, the 

author uses great detail and literary tools to tell the story of the Bible. Joan D. Lynch uses detail 

such as,  

Mary Magdalene watches as Susanna brings Jesus bread. As he takes it, Mary observes 
the look of love that flits across Susanna’s face. Susanna grasps his other hand and kisses 
it. He smiles down at her and thanks her tenderly.  2

The Bible contains little to no detail or literary tools about Jesus’ life and death. Women of the 

Passion focuses more on the hidden women of the Bible; in contrast, the Bible puts emphasis on 

the men and their acts. Lastly, in Women of the Passion Jesus asks for bread; while in the Bible, 

Jesus asks for a piece of cooked fish. Women of the Passion and the Bible demonstrate many 

exceptional similarities and differences. 

 Luke 24:46-471

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 75.2



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book 

The New American Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1971. Print. 

I used Luke 24:36-49, Jesus appears to the Apostles, for my essay. I also compared the 

story in Women of the Passion to Luke 24:36-49 to separate fact from fiction. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010.  

I used this book to write a comparative analysis essay and to hone my skill of 

determining fact from fiction.



The Words vs. the Stories 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Devin Henry  



 Women of the Passion’s stories correspond greatly with the stories from the Bible. In both 

of these books, Jesus remains as the main focus. Cleopas, a character mentioned in both of these 

books, persists as one of the similarities. In both books Jesus calls his follower fools. Disciples 

also eat dinner with Jesus and his disguised personality; no one recognizes him. Many 

similarities appear despite evident differences. 

  The Bible and Women of the Passion incorporate different types of scenarios of Jesus’ 

life and death.  Miriam, a main character in Jesus’ life, portrays a role in Women of the Passion.  

The Bible talks about Miriam precisely as a disciple. Cleopas disobeyed his father’s rules to 

follow Jesus.  The Bible tells about Jesus just breaking and blessing the bread.  Both books 1 2

portray stories of Jesus and his mission.  

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 65. 1

 Luke 24:1-122



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source  

Website 

New American Bible; usccb.org; Accessed April 22, 2018. 

 The New American Bible helped me realize differences that people see with Jesus. It gave 

 me many stories of Jesus’ life and death, telling me what happened and what Jesus does  

 for us. This helped me realize what Jesus did to save us from our sins. I was able to  

 recognize differences from the sacred book and from a novel written about these times.  

  

Secondary Source  

Book  

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010 

 This novel gave me more detail about who was involved with Jesus. I learned who his  

 friends were and who he encountered. I never realized how serious of a    

 situation this was until I started reading this book. This book goes into very good detail  

 about how Jesus’ history was very rough. 



The Novel Versus the Bible 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Faustin Leonard  



 Women of the Passion, a novel by Joan D. Lynch, resembles the Bible in many ways. In 

both the novel and the Bible, events take place at the temple. Also in both places, the chief 

priests all appeal to money and goods. Finally, both the novel and the Bible call Saul of Tarsus to 

spy on the Jesus followers. Despite all the similarities between the two books, many differences 

exist between them. 

 These two books retain many similarities, but they possess differences as well. The novel 

briefly mentions Jesus in the temple, but in the Bible Jesus overturns the tables.  Women of the 1

Passion portrays Jesus treated as a crazy man.  The Bible treats Jesus as a hero as he took down 2

the tables. Finally, Women of the Passion recalls the event of the Turning of the Tables after the 

resurrection, while the Bible recalls it in chronological order. To conclude, these two works of 

literature contain many similarities and differences. 

 Matthew 21:121

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS press, 2010), 69.2



Annotated Bibliography 

Primary Source 

Book 

The New American Bible. Catholic Bible Press, 1987. 

 The Bible gave me examples of how Jesus demonstrated justice. I used the example of  

 Jesus in the temple to show his justice. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion, MSJ Press, 2010. 
  
 These pages of Women of the Passion gave me a fictional understanding of what   

 happened in the temple. 



Road to Emmaus Lifetime 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Hally López  



 Striking similarities exist in the novel Women of the Passion and the Bible.  Both tell the 1

story of the Road to Emmaus.  Both the novel and Bible mention Cleopas through the stories. 2

Similarly, in both books disciples travel to Emmaus. Lastly, they both include that the disciples 

eat dinner with the stranger. Women of the Passion and the Bible portray various similarities, and 

they also demonstrate differences. 

 Women of the Passion and the Bible contain differences. The novel mentions Miriam as a 

main character; the Bible focuses on the male disciples. In the novel, the disciples need to travel 

to Cleopas’ father, yet in the Bible they travel back to Jerusalem to tell the others. In the novel, 

Jesus turns the bread and wine into His body and blood, whereas in the Bible he blessed and 

broke the bread. Many similarities and differences take place in Women of the Passion and the 

Bible.  

  

Luke 24:13-351

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. (MSJ Press, 2010), 64.2



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book  

The New American Bible. Catholic Bible Press, 1987. 

 I used The New American Bible to help me compare and contrast our novel. This   

 book helped me understand the way of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 
  
 I used the novel Women of the Passion to help me compare and contract with the Catholic 

 Bible. This novel helped me understand how people reacted to Jesus Christ rising from  

 the dead. 



Dinner with Jesus 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Cinco Medina  



 On the Road to Emmaus, Jesus appears to his followers as a stranger and takes them to go 

eat. Both the Bible and Women of the Passion discuss this story. Similarly, in both books Jesus 

made himself look like a stranger. He wanted his followers to believe that he was a stranger. 

Jesus blessed and broke bread in both the Bible and Women of the Passion. Lastly, in both stories 

the disciples traveled to Emmaus. Many similarities occur in both stories; however, some 

differences take place. 

 Both the novel Women of the Passion and the Bible feature the story the Road to 

Emmaus; however, many differences occur between both. First, in Women of the Passion 

Cleopas and Miriam saw Jesus. Whereas in the Bible, Cleopas and a stranger saw Jesus, “As 

they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along 

with them.”  The second difference occurs when the novel references Jesus’ miracles.  However, 1 2

in the Bible the author references Jesus’ crucifixion. The third and last difference develops in 

Women of the Passion when Cleopas and Miriam debate Jesus’ return; however in the Bible, the 

disciples return immediately. The Women of the Passion perspective and the biblical perspective 

show many similarities and differences in the story the Road to Emmaus.  

 Luke 24:151

Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 12.2



Annotated Bibliography 

Primary Source 

Book 

The New American Bible. Catholic Bible Press, 1987. 

 I used the New American Bible to help me find the differences with our novel. This book  

 helped me realize how much Jesus loves and cares for us. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

 I used the novel Women of the Passion to help me better understand the difference  

 between the Catholic Bible and our book.  



Some Left Unsaid 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Avalouisa Newman-Caro  



 Jesus’ first miracle, turning water into wine, showcases His uniqueness, while both the 

novel Women of the Passion and the Bible give a general idea. They both illustrate a consistent 

setting of a wedding feast taking place in Cana. There, Jesus converts water to wine. With the 

main ideas the same, the novel excluded some information.  

 The twelve lines of the Bible and couple of sentences in Woman of the Passion give 

insight to Jesus’ miracle. The novel titles this as one of many miracles, but more specifically the 

Bible emphasizes this as the first miracle. The novel omits Mary’s role in this event.  This comes 1

as a surprise, since the novel obviously supports feminism. The Bible tells how Mary prompted 

Jesus.  Lastly, John’s gospel uses general terms such as bride and groom, and conversely, the 2

novel refers to the groom as Elijah's cousin. Elijah tells of the story in the Bible. Both portray the 

miraculous message of the “Wedding at Cana”, yet the Bible speaks in more detail than Women 

of the Passion.  

  

  Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 63-64. 1

 John 2:1-122



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source 

Book 

The Catholic Youth Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition.    
 Winona, MN: Saint Mary's Press, 2005. Print. 

 The Bible gave me a longer version of the story “The Wedding at Cana” in order to base  

 my essay. I used the details of one of the stories in the Bible to compare to another.  

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

The novel Women of the Passion proved useful in the second part of my comparison. I 

used only a couple lines from the book to see how it would parallel non-fiction lines in 

the Bible.  



“Peace Be With You” 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Hayden Patek  



      Women of the Passion and the New American Bible both focus on Christ’s life, death, and 

resurrection. These books contain more similarities than differences! In Women of the Passion, 

Thomas said he needs to put his fingers in Jesus’ nail holes in his hands in order to believe Jesus 

has risen. Likewise, the Bible repeated Thomas’ statements. In the Bible, Jesus tells Thomas to 

put one finger in his nail hole and one on Jesus’ side. For the final comparison of these novels, 

when Jesus enters and the disciples see Jesus for the first time since he died, Jesus said, “Peace 

be with you.”  These novels share many similarities, yet they posses differences.  1

               Women of the Passion and the New American Bible contain only a few differences. To 

begin, in the novel Jesus appeared to the disciples right after Thomas said, “I must see to 

believe.”  Whereas in the Bible, Jesus appears eight days after Thomas said he must see to 2

believe. In addition, in the Bible the disciples tell Thomas that they saw Jesus. On the contrary, in 

the novel Mary Magdalene tells Thomas Jesus appeared to them. Finally, in the Bible Jesus only 

appeared to the disciples, yet in the novel it says that Mary Magdalene and Susanna witnessed 

Jesus appear to Thomas. To conclude, both Women of the Passion and the New American Bible 

illustrate the miracles of Jesus, but only one truly proclaims the truth.  

 John 20: 211

  Lynch, Women of the Passion, (MSJ Press, 2010) 75. 2



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source  

Website 

New American Bible; usccb.org; Accessed April 20, 2018.  

The New American Bible shares the history of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. This 

book helped me to understand the truth about Jesus and his appearance to Mary 

Magdalene.  

Secondary Source  

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010.     

This book tells about Christ’s death and resurrection. This helps me to better understand 

Jesus’s death and resurrection. 

. 



Road to Emmaus  

Comparative Analysis Essay  

Elle Reede  



 The Bible and Women of the Passion, two marvelous books, each contain two sides of the 

story from The Road to Emmaus that share similarities. The Bible and Women of the Passion 

both posses the characters Jesus and Cleopas.  Secondly, each of these books include Jesus 1

calling the travelers foolish on their journey away from Jerusalem. In addition, both books 

illustrate the blessing of a meal in an inn. Similarly, the travelers flee from Jerusalem for their 

own reasons. Finally, both the Bible and Women of the Passion offer the journey of the Road to 

Emmaus in both books. Even though the Bible and Women of the Passion posses many 

similarities, they also contain many differences. 

 The differences in these two books truly change the mindset of the readers. In Women of 

the Passion, Cleopas’ pregnant wife, Miriam accompanies him on the road to Emmaus.  The 2

Bible refers to Jesus’ guest as “two of them.”  The Bible and Women of the Passion contrast  3

with the members in their parties who leave Jerusalem. In comparison to the Bible, only Women 

of the Passion uses Cleopas’ father as a character. Nonetheless, during the blessing of the meal, 

Women of the Passion provides greater details in contrast to the Bible. The Bible remains a 

primary source, though Women of the Passion exists as a secondary source since it comes from 

someone's idea while also adding fictional text to enhance its reading.  Despite these book’s 

differences and similarities, they each tell the story of The Road to Emmaus where Jesus talks to 

Cleopas and the other disciples as they leave Jerusalem.  

  

 Luke 24:181

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MSJ Press, 2010), 12.2

 Luke 24:133



Annotated Bibliography  

Primary Source  

Book 

The Holy Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments. Oxford University Press, 2002. 

 I used this book to learn about the encounter with Jesus on the road to Emmaus. Cleopas  

 and another disciple were leaving Jerusalem when a hooded stranger approached them.  

 The three of them began talking about Jesus Christ and how he was the messiah. I used  

 this source to verify the characters and events that happened in the Bible. I also used this  

 information to compare it to Women of the Passion. 

Secondary Source  

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

I used this book to learn the roles of the women in the Bible. The Bible doesn't  

mention the role of the women like the men. In Women of the Passion, it mentions The 

Road to Emmaus. Cleopas and his pregnant wife, Miriam, are leaving Jerusalem when a  

hooded figure stops them. This book helped me understand the importance of the roles of 

women in the disciple’s lives. If it weren't for Miriam, then the other disciple, Cleopas, 

would not have gone back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples about their encounter 

with Jesus.




  

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Laura M. Reilly-Sanchez 

  



 Joan Lynch’s book, Women of the Passion, contains many stories based off of the Bible. 

Many similarities exist between both of these books. In Women of the Passion, the women, Mary 

Magdalene, Mary of Nazareth, and a few other women, witness the death of Jesus. Both books 

included that before Jesus died he asked for a sip of wine. According to the Bible His final words 

included, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  Similarly in Women of the Passion 1

Jesus questioned, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  The soldiers stumbled and 2

felt afraid as the Earth shook after Jesus died. Despite those similarities, both books contained 

many interesting differences. 

 On the contrary, the Bible focuses on facts, and Women of the Passion fabricates very 

specific information regarding the women’s feelings. The novel specifies that Jesus and Mary 

Magdalene locked eyes before his death, but the Bible mentions the encounter as a simple, 

special moment for Mary Magdalene. According to the Bible, the soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ 

garments. Conversely, the soldiers cast lots but then Miriam bought the vestment in the novel.  

The soldiers decided not to break Jesus' legs in the Bible, and yet in the novel Mary Magdalene 

cried out to the soldiers so as to prevent them from breaking his legs. In conclusion, the books 

share similarities, but the novel provides more specific details as a historical fiction book. 

  

 Matthew 27:461
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Primary Source 

Book 

The New American Bible. Nashville:  Thomas  Nelson,  1971. Print. 

The Bible provides examples of Christ’s ability to spread His message of love and peace 

by effectively communicating with the people of His time.  Jesus understood and 

reached all people by observing and maintaining customs and cultural traditions while 

challenging the revision of those conventions to ensure love and mercy for all. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ press, 2010. Print. 

The novel Women of the Passion by Joan Lynch is about the crucifixion of Jesus and the 

time after His resurrection, and the women who were followers of Jesus. This novel  

portrays Jesus’ crucifixion in the first chapter. In this novel the apostles and other 

disciples of Jesus are afraid and unsure as to what they should do after His death. Should 

they stay and do his will or flee for their lives?  Saul of Tarsus also goes through his own 

journey of finding his way to be closer to God.
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 Women of the Passion and the Bible contain many similarities. One particular story in 

Women of the Passion and the Bible named the story of the Doubting Thomas describes how 

seeing cannot be interpreted as believing. Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples, fails to believe Jesus 

rose from the dead until he sees Jesus himself. Women of the Passion and the Bible both state 

that Thomas sticks his fingers in Jesus’ hands and side. “Put your finger here; see my hands. 

Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."1 In both the Bible and 

Women of the Passion Jesus says, “Blessed are those who haven’t seen me and believe.”2  When 

Jesus visited his disciples in the Bible and the novel Women of the Passion he says, “Peace be 

with you.”3 These words give Thomas and Jesus’ followers even more faith when Jesus appeared 

to them that day. Furthermore, though both texts posses similarities, they also contain differences 

between them.  

Though many similarities reside in Women of the Passion and the Bible, differences 

continue to persist. First Jesus visits Miriam and Cleopas acting as a stranger and staying with 

them in an inn. Conversely, in the Bible Jesus visits Cleopas and the other disciples instead of 

Miriam. Moreover, in the Bible some men knew about Jesus’ resurrection, but in Women of the 

Passion mostly women knew of Jesus’ resurrection and told the men of the miracle they 

witnessed. Finally, Women of the Passion described Thomas as angry upon hearing that Mary 

Magdalene saw Jesus. In conclusion, Women of the Passion and the Bible portray many 

differences although many similarities remain between the two.  

 

  

																																																	
1 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press), 74. 
2 John 20:27 
3 Lynch, Women of the Passion, 74. 
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New American Bible. Catholic Bible Press, 1987. 

This source helped me compare the events that occurred in Jesus and the disciples’ lives 

with what the book Women of the Passion wrote about it. I used this source for quotes 

and descriptions that would better describe the similarities and differences between the 

two books. This source provided accurate descriptions on the history of Jesus and his 

disciples.  

 

 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

This source helps with the comparison of the events in it and the Bible. I used this source 

for quotes that will describe better evidence and descriptions for my comparative essay. 

This source provided information about the history of Jesus and his disciples.  

 

 

 

 



  

Jesus Appears to the Disciples: Women of the Passion v. The Bible 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Diego Trevino  



 Women of the Passion and the Bible explain the event of Jesus appearing to his disciples 

similarly. In both the novel and the Bible, Jesus says the his disciples, “Peace be with you.”  

Also, in both works, the disciples believed that Jesus appeared to them as a ghost as they stood 

shocked at the risen Christ. Lastly, Jesus Christ and the disciples shared a meal together in both 

the novel and the Bible. Both Women of the Passion and the Bible contain similarities; however 

they both contrast. 

 Women of the Passion and the Bible contain many differences. In the novel, Jesus 

exclaims to Thomas, “Thomas, put your finger here in my wrist and and bring your hand to my 

side. Believe.”  Unlike the novel, in the Bible Jesus says, “Look at my hands and my feet, that it 1

is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I 

have,” to all of the disciples, not specifically Thomas.  Lastly, the meal that the disciples shared 2

with Jesus consisted of fish, honeycomb, and fruit in Women of the Passion; however in the 

Bible, the disciples shared a meal only consisting fish. Both Women of the Passion and the Bible 

compare, yet contrast.  

 Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel (MSJ, Press 2010), 74.1
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New American Bible; usccb.org. Accessed April 22, 2018.  

 The New American Bible shares the history of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.  This  

 book helped me compare how Jesus appeared to his disciples in the Bible and in Women  

 of the Passion. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

Women of the Passion, a historical fiction narrative, describes Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection. This book helped me compare how Jesus appeared to his disciples in the 

Bible and in Women of the Passion. 



Two Roads to Emmaus 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Rolando Trevino 



 Women of the Passion and the Bible contrast and compare on many aspects. They 

compare similarly. Within the first similarity, Cleopas appears in both stories.  The second 

similarity shows Jesus eating with someone. In both stories, Jesus eats with whoever he finds on 

the road.  In the final similarity, Jesus calls Cleopas and his group fools in both stories. The two 1

stories show similarities, but they contrast also. 

 The Bible and Women of the Passion possess many contrary events. In the novel, Cleopas 

travels with his wife Miriam. In the Bible, Cleopas travels with fellow disciples. Another 

difference appears when Cleopas lists the miracles Jesus performed, which only occurs in the 

novel . Finally, only the novel mentions Miriam’s pregnancy. The Bible only mentions the male 2

disciples.  Both the Bible and Women of the Passion greatly depict the disciples’ stories, even if 3

they contrast. 

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MJS Press, 2010), 63.1

 Lynch, Women of the Passion, 62-64.2
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New American Bible; usccb.org; Accessed April 24, 2018. 

            I used this source to learn about Jesus’ story and how the disciples continued after his  

 death. I learned more about Jesus’ disciples and how they were persecuted and went  

 through tough times. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010. 

            I used Women of the Passion to learn more about the first disciples and how they lived  

 after Jesus’ death. I learned more about the women behind Jesus’ life. 



Women of the Passion vs. the Bible 

Comparative Analysis Essay 

Lily Webb 



 In the book Women of the Passion, many of the stories come from the Bible, including The Road 

to Emmaus.  The novel contains many similarities with the Bible. One similarity in Women of the Passion 1

in the chapter that talks about The Road to Emmaus happens when Cleopas failed to recognize he 

communicated with Jesus. In both Women of the the Passion and the Bible, Jesus called them foolish. In 

both books, Cleopas ate dinner with a stranger. In both Women of the Passion and the Bible, Jesus broke 

the bread. Although the Women of the Passion and the Bible share many similarities, they also contain 

some differences. 

 The differences between Women of the Passion and the Bible predominate. Women of the Passion 

mentioned Miriam; whereas the Bible only mentioned the disciples. In the book, it talked about the three 

miracles Jesus performed, yet the Bible focused on Jesus’ resurrection. Women of the Passion says that 

Cleopas wants to go back to Jerusalem to go tell others about Jesus, but Miriam dissuades him.  Women of 2

the Passion and the Bible possess many similarities, yet they contain many differences. 

 Luke 24:13-351

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. (MSJ Press, 2010), 65. 2
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BibleGateway. New American Standard Bible (NASB) - Version Information ; Accessed April  
 22, 2018. 

The Bible is a book full of stories about Jesus, the apostles, and the people of the world. 

It talks about God and his relationship with his people. It is written by approximately 

forty people who tell their point of view of the experiences they had. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

 Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion: a Novel. MSJ Press, 2010 

 Women of the Passion is based off of the Bible. It gives many details about the scriptures  

 in the Bible. It taught me more about some of the important people in the Bible.



Two of the Greats  

Comparative Analysis Essay  

Diego Zambrano  



 The Bible and Women of a Passion share many similarities. To begin, both of these 

excellent stories mention Cleopas. Both of these books include Jesus calling them fools for the 

disciples not believing it’s truly him. A main breaking point in both books consists of eating 

dinner with the stranger. Although these two stories share similarities, they contrast as well. 

 These two books differentiate in the small and minute details. Women of the Passion 

mentions Miriam, although the Bible only mentions the male disciples.  In the Bible, Cleopas 1

travels back to Jerusalem to tell the others.  In Women of a Passion, however, Miriam and 2

Cleopas argue about their return. The book discusses Caiphus and Annas in detail, whereas the 

Bible briefly mentions them. These two books serve as truly great works all the same.  

 Lynch, Joan D. Women of the Passion (MSJ Press, 2010), 20.1
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I used the Bible to explain the true facts straight from the mouths of the prophets. The 

book helped me to get the exact history of Jesus Christ and his appearance to the 

disciples. 

Secondary Source 

Book 

Lynch, Joan Driscoll. Women of the Passion; MSJ Press, 2010. 

Women of the Passion is a fictional book that describes Jesus’ life, his dying, and his 

resurrection. This book helped me to compose my comparative essay with the 

differences between the Bible and itself.  


