
7th Grade English 

May 10 – June 6, 2018 

 

Project Based Learning 

through 

 

 

“Biodiversity in Ecosystems: 
Descriptive Writing” 

 

         As part of the 7th Grade PBL STREAM Project on 
Biodiversity in Ecosystems, students learned how an ecosystem 
consists of a delicate balance between abiotic and biotic 
factors. Changes within the environment, whether man-driven 
or natural, can cause drastic changes. Some of these changes 
may result in animals adapting to the new environment causing 
speciation to occur. 
 



          Students composed essays describing how a 
catastrophic natural disaster would affect the 
ecosystems.  These detailed descriptions of the habitat before 
and after the natural disaster include captions with figurative 
language, painting a picture of the changing landscape. 
  

To view descriptive essays, click here: 

Biodiversity in Ecosystems: Descriptive Essays. 

• Biodiversity in Ecosystems: Descriptive Essays 

• Happy Mother's Day! 

 

 

        To celebrate Mother's Day, students created cards 
while exploring various adjectives to describe their 
moms.  Students also read informational text and followed 
directions to make origami vases.  We send a special 
thank you to all our moms.  

  

 

https://smcssa.org/documents/2018/5/Biodiversity%20in%20Ecosystem%20-%20Descriptive%20Essays-1.pdf
https://smcssa.org/documents/2018/5/Biodiversity%20in%20Ecosystem%20-%20Descriptive%20Essays.pdf


 

Topics of Study: 

 

The Giver 

by Lois Lowry 

 

 

Novel study: 

o Theme 

o Character Analysis 

o Vocabulary 

o Cause and Effect 

  



 

Chapter 14-18 Vocabulary  

  

1. agony - extreme mental or physical suffering 

 

2. assuage - to make milder or less severe; to ease 

 

3. ominous - threatening; suggesting evil or harm  

 

4. placidly - calmly or peacefully 

 

5. carnage - the slaughter of a great number of people 

 

6. implore - to ask sincerely or beg 

 

7. ecstatic - full of immense joy or happiness 

 

8. excruciating - extremely painful 

 

9. successor - one who follows another in office or position 

 

10. rueful - feeling or showing sorrow or pity  

 

  

Chapter 19-23 Vocabulary  

  

1. stealthily - in a secretive manner  

 

2. understatement - an idea that needs to be more strongly stated 

 

3. condemned - declared guilty  

 

4. emphatically - strongly said with emphasis 



 

5. haphazard - disorganized; not well planned 

 

6. vigilant - watchful to detect harm or danger 

 

7. exquisite - of rare excellence or beauty 

 

8. peril - danger or severe risk 

 

9. subtle - difficult to perceive or pinpoint  

 

10. incision - a cut or slice through something 

 

 

 

7th/8th Grade Family Mass Celebration 
 

Sun., May 20th @ 9:15 a.m. 

 

Join your teachers and classmates 
to celebrate Pentecost Sunday! 

 
Wear your Mass uniform, and earn a spirit-dress pass for 

Mon., May 21st. 

  

 

  



 
 


