
The Jungle Book 
“The strength of the Pack is in the Wolf; the strength of the Wolf is in the Pack.”  – Rudyard Kipling 

 
Welcome to 8th Grade!  You are now the leaders of the pack. 

This summer you will complete the following: 
1. Read Book I of The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling.  

o A FREE online copy is available at http://www.literatureproject.com/jungle-book/ (the online 
version includes only the thirteen chapters from Book I). 

o The hard copy versions, which are available for purchase at Barnes and Noble, include Book I 
and Book II.  Just read Book I.  

2. Read a non-fiction book of your choice at a 4.0 AR level or above about any animal in the book, i.e., 
wolves, tigers, snakes, elephants, bears, seals, mongoose, grasshoppers, etc.  

3. Watch one of the Disney Jungle Book movies – the 1967 animated version or the 2016 live-action 
version, the latter of which is now in theaters. 

o We will have an optional class outing to meet at the movies.  Time and date will be announced. 
4. Complete the outlined portfolio. 
5. Have fun! 

The Jungle Book Portfolio Due: Thurs., Aug. 15th  
Category Description Points 

Cover Page Create a unique cover.  List the title and author of the book.  Include your name, date, 
and grade.   

5 

Author 
Analysis  

Research the life of Rudyard Kipling.  After reading the book, write one solid paragraph 
in third person narrative explaining why Kipling wrote The Jungle Book.  Include the 
following: 

• A topic sentence;  

• At least three reasons why Kipling wrote The Jungle Book; and 

• A conclusion. 

40 

Vocabulary 

Page 
List 20 vocabulary words from the book that best represent the novel, and write a 
definition for each word in terms you understand.   

10 

Comic Strip Create a four-panel comic strip highlighting the main events of any one of the six stories 
in the book.  Each panel should include a colored illustration and small caption.  Title 
your comic strip.   

20 

Law of the 
Jungle 

Create a list of five classroom laws to maintain order, peace, and justice.  Each law must 
be listed as a complete sentence.  Include a consequence for not following the law.      

5 

Non-fiction 
Collage 

Create a collage with the title and author of your non-fiction book.  Include five pictures 
with short captions (using complete sentences) demonstrating five facts about the topic 
of your book. 

20 

Total  100pts 

The Jungle Book Portfolio must be submitted in a folder.  It will be graded based on the following criteria: 

• Presentation – Each page must be typed or clearly written.  All images, pictures, and character drawings 
must include color.  The images can be from the Internet or your own creation. 

• Grammar – Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation on every page. 

• Creativity – Use this opportunity to share your ideas and perspectives about the book and its characters. 

• Content – All items must demonstrate an understanding of the book.  

http://www.literatureproject.com/jungle-book/


The Jungle Book 
 

Assessment Time Line  

• The Jungle Book Portfolio Due:  Thurs., Aug. 15, 2019 

• AR Test on The Jungle Book:        Fri., Aug. 16, 2019 

• AR Test on Non-fiction book:       Fri., Aug. 16, 2019 
• The Jungle Book Exam:                 Tues., Aug. 20, 2019 

              (on Vocab/Comp) 
 
 

Enrichment:  Entirely Optional 
The following activities and discussion questions provide additional 
opportunities for enrichment. 
 

*Extension/Enrichment Activities (Optional) 

• Eat at an Indian restaurant. 

• Watch the animated version of The White Seal. 

• Watch the animated version of Rikki-Tikki-Tavi. 

• Visit the San Antonio Zoo and look for animals found in the book. 

• Have an English tea party. 

• Go on a nature walk.  Pretend you are Mowgli in the jungle.   
 
* Conversation Starters/Discussion Questions to Consider While Reading (Optional) 
Please do NOT write down the answers.  You are welcome to use them to discuss deeper content.   

• What do the different stories of The Jungle Book have in common?  What are themes found in the book?  
Why are non-jungle stories included in The Jungle Book? 

• What do the short chapters of verse add to the book?  Why is each chapter preceded by a poem? 

• How is each chapter a story of survival? 

• When do animals act how you expect them to act (i.e., when does a tiger act like a tiger, or a monkey act 
like a monkey)?  And when do they act in a way that defies your expectations? 

• Can “Toomai and the Elephants” be seen as an allegory for imperialism?  Why or why not? 

• How are the animals in “Her Majesty’s Servants” similar to their handlers and the soldiers they serve? 

• What are the similarities and differences between the Mowgli chapters and the Disney adaptations of 
The Jungle Book? Why do you think the filmmakers made the changes they did? 

• Are the stories told in The Jungle Book kids’ stories?  Why is The Jungle Book often marketed toward 
children? 

 

http://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/allegory.html

