
Dear St. Matthew Parents, 

We’ve completed our second week of distance learning!  I would like to thank you for all of your support as we 
continue to learn and grow in this new process.  Everyone is working harder than ever.   

We know that this is challenging for everyone, including you as parents.  I know as a parent with my own family, 
this has been such a drastic change in our daily routine.  Our teachers as well, are working many hours doing their 
very best, and also trying to manage their new routine at home with their families.  Keep in mind that we are all here 
to help.  We appreciate your understanding and patience knowing that we are all facing similar challenges. 

The silver lining in all this is seeing our community come together and support one another.  Coming together and 
lifting each other up is so important right now.  Things are not going to be perfect and there will be some struggles 
along the way.  The best way to address this is through open communication.  We can’t fix what we don’t know.   

Parents, please know that we are not expecting you to be your child’s teacher.  Teachers are continuing to plan 
lessons, provide instruction, assign activities, grade work, and provide feedback and grades.  Teachers are also 
scheduling time for students to ask questions and connect with each other.    

In regards to assignments and grades, teachers are being flexible when it comes to due dates and timelines.  We 
know that it may be very difficult for families who may be sharing technology devices and have different family 
members who are working from home.  Students are still expected to participate and turn in assignments in a timely 
manner.  Teachers are taking at least two grades, per week, per core content area.  Any questions or concerns should 
be directed to your child’s teacher, as they are working with students and parents.  This includes any specific 
situations or circumstances that families may be facing.  

Tuition is still being collected during our time of distance learning.  If you are experiencing financial difficulties due 
to COVID-19, please complete a 20-21 FACTS application for emergency funds, www.hopeforfuture.org.  If you 
have already submitted an application, you can resubmit it with any new financial information.  Please notify me 
once you have completed the application for emergency funds.  The deadline is April 17, 2020.      

At this time, we are still scheduled to return May 11, 2020.  Changes continue to occur very rapidly.  Any new 
information will continue to be shared with the community as soon as it is received.   

It is with great sadness to report that palm distribution has been canceled.  Parishioners are encouraged to collect any 
palms or greenery and hold them up when the palms are being blessed during the televised Palm Sunday Mass this 
weekend.   

We continue to follow the recommendations and orders of our local leaders and governor.  Health and safety are our 
priority.  Please stay at home and practice social distancing when having to go out in public.  

For Palm Sunday’s video Mass, please click on the following link: https://youtu.be/3o_RqN7KxRo. 

Blessings, 
Mrs. Salinas 


